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Darcie Carpenter opened the meeting by reading the standard statement about the purpose of this 
workshop.    
 
The purpose of this workshop is to provide an opportunity to the public to assist the agency in 
formulating a revision to existing regulations.  The draft regulations will then be subject to a public 
hearing rulemaking process conducted by the State Board of Health.  Testimony and written 
materials submitted during this workshop will be considered during the development phase.  In the 
event your recommendations are not included in the proposed draft of the regulations, you may also 
present materials or testimony for consideration by the State Board of Health.  Written materials 
should be submitted to: 
 

Alex Haartz, MPH, Secretary 
State Board of Health 

Nevada State Health Division 
505 E. King Street, Room 201 

Carson City, NV  89710 
 
Materials submitted 15 working days prior to a meeting of the Board for which this item will 
appear on the agenda will be included in the packets sent to the Board for their review. 
 
Darcie Carpenter stated that at this time the plan is to submit this material to the State Board of 
Health for the June 16th meeting. 
 
Darcie Carpenter opened the floor for testimony for or against these proposed amendments to the 
Nevada Administrative Code 441A. 
 
Testimony from Clark County 
 
Dr. Timothy Deneau, Medical Director for Occupational Health Services for Sierra Health 
Service in Southern Nevada, stated that Sierra Health Services is currently performing single 
blood assays using QuantiFERON Gold TB testing on its employees as a result of the variance to 
current regulations as granted by the State Board of Health.  He stated that they currently test 
approximately 1800 health care employees annually and he added that their positive rate of skin 
testing has been reduced by approximately 40 to 50% as a result of using single blood assay. 
 
The single blood test collection does cause a reduction in unnecessary follow-up x-rays, lost 
productivity and physical examinations and Sierra Health Services has estimated a cost savings 
of $250,000 in the first two years of the use of this test.  Sierra Health Services has found that 
there are several advantages to using the blood assay, the first being it is a single blood test vs. 



up to four visits that can occur when you use a 2-step skin test.  This results in much less time 
away from work for our health care workers resulting in cost savings and lost productivity.  
Sierra Health Services has found that the test results of blood assays are very objective and they 
are not subject to errors in interpretation or errors in inconsistency of placing the tests and even 
in inconsistency of patient self-reading of test results.  Sierra Health Services found that the test 
results are independent of previous skin test results and have no bearing on previous BCG 
administration.  The test provides exceptional sensitivity and specificity and effectively 
eliminates false-positives that have been seen with skin testing.  As a result there is a lot less 
follow-up testing and treatment as we are seeing fewer false-positive than with the skin tests.  
Sierra Health Services has not found any disadvantage of using this test and pointed out that the 
Food and Drug Administration has approved this test and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention has endorsed it for TB testing of health care workers.  We fully support the adoption 
of these changes. 
 
Penny Williams, for Quest Diagnostics stated she agreed with Dr. Deneau testimony.  She added 
that the use of QuantiFERON would add in getting new employees on board quicker and that the 
test is not subjective as compared to the Mantoux skin test.  Quest Diagnostics supports the 
change in the regulations. 
 
Testimony from Carson City 
Carson City had nothing to report. 
 
Testimony from Washoe County 
Dr. Mary Anderson, Health Officer, Washoe County District Health Department stated that for 
the record she was going to read a statement she sent to Mr. Haartz that morning.    
 
That statement in full, is attached at the end of this document as a part of the Minutes. 
 
Candy Hunter from Washoe County District Health Department, TB Program, was standing in 
for Diane Freedman who was unable to be there.  She does have testimony that basically 
supports QuantiFERON Gold as did the physician in Clark County.   
 
That statement in full, is attached at the end of this document as a part of the Minutes. 
 
Last testimony ended at 1:20 p.m.  Linda Anderson, Deputy Attorney General, recommended 
keeping the meeting open until 1:30 p.m. for any additional testimony. 
 
Mary Ellen Harrell, Public Health Nurse Manager, Communicable Disease at Southern Nevada 
Health District indicated the Southern Nevada Health District supports the change in these 
regulations. 
 
Brian Labus from Southern Nevada Health District suggested that all the references in 441.200 
be updated to the most recent edition since the regulations are being revised, specifically 441.200 
(e) which refers to the 1997 edition of the Red Book. 
 







 
 
 



 


